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Objectives

• Review some common Tablets

• Review a few Apps for Vision

• Review a few Apps for Cognitive Disabilities

• Hands-On Demonstrations

• Questions



Tools for Life
Georgia’s Federal AT Act Program

• Georgia Department of Labor / Vocational Rehabilitation

• Developed the Georgia’s Plan for AT

• Serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia
– Over 30,000 thru various activities throughout the year

• TFL Network
– Assistive Technology Resource Centers, FODAC, The CFII

• www.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month



Tools for Life Network

• AT Lending Library 
(try before you 
buy)

• AT Evaluations & 
Training (focus on 
the individual)

• AT Demos –
Promote Choice

• Resource and 
Referral 
(Assistance)

• AT Funding 
Assistance (CFII)

• DME Reuse 
(FODAC)

http://www.waltonoptions.org /




Why We Are Here
• iPhones, iPod Touches, and Touch-screen tablets are hugely popular

– Intuititive

– Handheld; lightweight; portable

– mainstream

• Accessibility Features

– Built-in

– downloadable

• Affordability

– Cost sometime is cheaper then one piece of AT

– Multiple functions

• Internet, photos, videos

• Apps and Widgets

– Affordable

– Features can assist someone with disability



We Wanted to Help!

• Over-whelming

– Over 200 new apps a day

– Many touch-screen tablets are now available

– How do you download apps

• Frustrating

– Where to find information

– What apps are available

– How do they work

– What is the difference 



We Wanted to Help!

• Creating an online database

• Search Options

– Topics

– price

• Updated Regularly

– Individuals can add too

• Helpful links









Tablets



Apple iPad

• Multi- touch screen

• Thousands of apps

• Surf web

• iTunes

• Videos

• Organization

• Voice Over 

• Books

• Photos

• Speakers

• Starts at $499



Apple iPod Touch
• Pocket computer

• Thousands of apps

• Videos

• Surf Web

• Voice Over

• Organization

• Speakers

• Bluetooth

• Photos

• Starts at $199





Samsung Galaxy Tablet

• WiFi

• Android system

• Ultralight

• 13.5 oz

• Variety of carriers



Motorola XOOM Tablet

• WiFi

• Android System

• Built-in camera for 
pictures and videos

• Ultra lightweight

• Apps

• Bluetooth

• Download accessibility 
features



Blackberry Playbook
-.9 lbs, ultra light

-1 GB RAM

-Touch screen

-Apps

-Anroid System

-Wireless

-Built-in  camera  
for videos and 
pictures

-Download 
accessibility 
features



Variety of Android Tablets



Accessories/Covers 



Apps and Widgets



Widgets vs Apps
Widgets 

• Many on Android platform

• Fairly easy to reformat 
existing content/ do not 
control content

• Open

• Works continuously

• Stand alone applications 
that are shareable

• Must have gmail address

• Must download accessibility 
features

Apps

• Many on Apple platform

• Short for application 
software

• Not easily reformated/ used 
for a particular purpose

• Closed

• Works when you open it 

• Must have iTunes

• Built-in accessibility 
features



LookTel Money Reader

• iOS App

• $1.99

• Uses camera

• Speaks out loud

• Do not need to hold bill 
steady or in entire 
frame

http://appshopper.com/utilities/looktel-money-reader


EyeNote

• iOS app

• Uses built in camera to 
scan dollar bills

• Speaks out loud

– Distinguished btw front 
and back of bill

• Free 

• Supports English and 
Spanish

• Privacay mode

– Pulses or beeps

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cloud-math/id340932586?mt=8


OCR Apps

Say Text

• Free!

• Uses the built in camera to 
scan documents

• Uses voice over to read 
back aloud

• Store and email documents

• Does take practice for the 
perfect picture

Perfect OCR 

• $3.99

• Uses the built in camera to 
scan documents

• Edit, copy, store, email 
documents

• Upload to online storage is 
as Evernote

• Does take practice for 
picture

http://appshopper.com/medical/saytext


Say Text

http://appshopper.com/medical/saytext


Perfect OCR

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/proloquo2go/id308368164?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/locabulary-lite/id322448547?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mood-touch/id298800558?mt=8


Magnifier Apps

• Over 40 Magnifier and 
Flashlight

– Free

– zooms up to 10x

– Change btw full screen 
and magnifing glass 
screen

• Eye Glasses

– $2.99

– Zoom up to 8x

– farsightedness

• iSeeClearly

– $1.99 

– Zoom up to 10x

– Image freeze

– Say to camera roll

• Magnifier Free

– Free

– Send picture

– Pinch screen out to 
zoom

– Place markers



http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pocket-pond/id363154844?mt=8
mailto:carolyn@gatfl.org
mailto:martha@gatfl.org
mailto:liz@gatfl.org
http://www.gatfl.org/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/visules/id322543961?mt=8






Crossover
• Look at the features of Apps/ Widgets

• E-Readers

– More like tablets

• Uses for different disabilities

– Say Text

• Vision

• LD

– Dragon 

• Vision

• LD

• Mobility



“Technology gives me Hope & I need a lot of Hope!"  
~ Earnestine



Cognition

• The act or process of knowing or being aware of 

thoughts or perceptions; the various thinking 

skills and processes are considered cognitive 

skills.

– Cognitive Ability - Intellectual ability; thinking and 

reasoning skills.

– Cognitive Limitation - Difficulty with one or more of 

the basic functions of the brain: perception, memory, 

expression and processing skills.



Staying off the FAST Track!

 Frustration

 Anxiety

 Stress

 Tension

- Lee & Phillips



Individuals with Cognitive disAbilities often 
have difficulties with :

– memory and attention

– impulsivity

– Organization

– Sequencing

– Reading

– Writing (including spelling)

– Math

•AT Apps Can Help!

Aging and Disability Resource Center

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Two Processing Information Groups

Visual Processing

• Visual discrimination 

• Visual sequencing

• Visual memory

• Visual motor processing 

• Visual closure 

• Spatial relationships

Auditory Processing 

• Auditory 
discrimination

• Auditory memory

• Auditory sequencing

- Lee & Phillips



Noted Orthographic Problems

 Slow to recognize high frequency words

 Slow to recognize exception words

Confuses similar looking letters/words

More difficulty with short, common words

Often loses place

 Slow to read or write words

 Inconsistent spelling of a word in one sample

Becy, Beacey, Beke, beckey

- Lee & Phillips



Multi-Modal Supports for Cognition

• Visual, Auditory, Haptic…

• Work with Individual Learning Style

• Focuses on Strengths

• For Example: 
– Auditory information is transient

– Visual information remains present for as 
long as you may need it

– Visuals eliminate the guesswork & make the 
message clear and concrete 

- D. Armano



What problems can Multi-modal Input  
Supports solve?

• Communication breakdowns

• Reduce anxiety and behavioral meltdowns

• Teach functional skills

• Help with transitions

• Teach instruction, organization & expression

• Teach independence

- Lee & Phillips



Memory:
• Evernote By Evernote (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/evernote/id281796108?mt=8

• Evernote turns the iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad into an 
extension of your brain, helping you remember anything and 
everything that happens in your life. From notes to ideas to 
snapshots to recordings, put it all into Evernote and watch as 
it instantly synchronizes from your iPhone to your Mac or 
Windows desktop. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/evernote/id281796108?mt=8


Memory:
• Lock Box - Free

• LockBox lets you store and protect sensitive info such as 
credit card numbers, bank accounts, passwords, pin 
numbers, private notes, and any other secret information 
on your iPhone or iPod Touch.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Memory:
• iDress for Weather - $1.99

iDress for Weather is for anyone, any age, and any 
ability anywhere in the world! iDress for Weather can 
be assistive technology for individuals with disabilities, 
an educational tool for children, or just plain fun for 
everyone. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Memory:
• Photo 

• Calendar – with alarm

• SoundNote

• Going Places

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Organization:
– Grocery IQ

– ICE

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Sequencing:
• Visules By Dean Huff ($4.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/visules/id322543961?mt=8

• This app is designed by a father of a child with ASD and it 
communicates checklists and individual cues using text, 
images, and colors. It allows you to quickly access visual cues 
and customize supports in order to encourage independence 
during daily tasks, decision making, and more.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/visules/id322543961?mt=8


Reading:

• VoiceOver

• Speak Auto-text

• iLibrary

• NeoKate

• Newspapers - Free

• Scanner

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Reading:

• Amazon Kindle By AMZN Mobile LLC (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kindle/id3025
84613?mt=8

• The Kindle app is optimized for the iPad, 
iPhone, and iPod touch, providing users the 
ability to read Kindle books using a beautiful, 
easy-to-use interface. You can discover and 
read over 700,000* books in the Kindle Store. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kindle/id302584613?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kindle/id302584613?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kindle/id302584613?mt=8


Reading:

• Free Books ($1.99, free on iPad)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-
books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8

• This app has 23,469 classic books available to 
download and read with our fully featured 
ereader. Free Books unlocks a world of public 
domain content, allowing you to acquire the great 
books of human history. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id317776727?mt=8


Reading:

• Toy Story 2 Read Along By Disney 
Publishing Worldwide Applications ($8.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-
2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8

• This fully interactive app includes games, 
movie clips, coloring pages, and music to 
sing along, and a voice recording option! 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/toy-story-2-read-along/id364383216?mt=8


Reading:
• ABC Animals By Critical Matter, Inc. ($1.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-
animals/id292402752?mt=8#

• This app provides a set of interactive alphabet flashcards 
that aid in teaching young children to recognize, say and 
print letters. Each letter card provides audio of the letter 
name, associated animal name , and phonetics. Practice 
tracing both uppercase and lowercase letters right on the 
screen.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-animals/id292402752?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-animals/id292402752?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-animals/id292402752?mt=8


Writing:
• Auto-Correct

• Auto-Completion

• Notes

• SoundNote

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Writing:
• Dragon Dictation By Nuance Communications (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-
dictation/id341446764?mt=8

• Dragon Dictation is an easy-to-use voice recognition 
application that allows you to easily speak and instantly 
see your text or email messages. Voice-to-text 
transcriptions may be sent as SMS, Email, or pasted into 
any application using the clipboard. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8


Writing:
• Alphabet Tracing By Oncilla Technologies Inc (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alphabet-
tracing/id374493089?mt=8

• Trace letters with fun graphics, & use the add-ons to 
create colorful alphabet worksheets in PDF format.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alphabet-tracing/id374493089?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alphabet-tracing/id374493089?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alphabet-tracing/id374493089?mt=8


Writing:
• Sentence Builder By Mobile Education Tools ($3.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sentence-
builder/id344378741?mt=8

• Sentence Builder is designed to help elementary aged 
children learn how to build grammatically correct 
sentences. Explicit attention is paid to the connector 
words that make up over 80% of the english language. 
Sentence Builder offers a rich and fun environment for 
improving the grammar of all children.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sentence-builder/id344378741?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sentence-builder/id344378741?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sentence-builder/id344378741?mt=8


Math:
Pocket CAS Lite - Free

PocketCAS is the best choice for doing mathematics on your 
device. This award-winning app offers you the fastest way to 
input formulas you have ever experienced. With the highest 
number of available mathematical functions, you will be able 
to solve almost every mathematical problem you can imagine. 
The most advanced tutorials will introduce you into the 
application. The contextual help is always available and 
contains lots of examples. With a powerful mathematical 
keyboard and an intuitively structured function reference, 
entering terms is a breeze! A unique feature is the integrated 
support for units and constants in physical formulas. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Math:
• Cloud Math By Unbound Software ($0.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cloud-
math/id340932586?mt=8

• This is an excellent app for all ages to learn and practice 
math. Players can control the level of math skills 
presented during the game by choosing operations and 
number ranges. Choose numbers up to 10, 20, 50, 100, or 
1000. A timer can be turned on or off, and in “fail safe” 
mode the player will always get the right answer. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cloud-math/id340932586?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cloud-math/id340932586?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cloud-math/id340932586?mt=8


Math:
– Coin Math - Free

Best coin learning game in the App Store! Learn to 
recognize pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters. Learn 
to count in groups of 5, 10 and 25. Learn to shop and 
to make change. Great for learning coins. Great also 
for adults!

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 



Communication:
• SmallTalk Aphasia - By Lingraphica (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smalltalk-aphasia-
female/id310102858?mt=8

• SmallTalk Aphasia provides a vocabulary of pictures and videos 
that talk in a natural human voice.
It  contains a starter set of icons to introduce you to the 
Lingraphica communication system. When used together with 
the Lingraphica speech-generating device, it allows you to 
personalize and expand the vocabulary to thousands of words.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smalltalk-aphasia-female/id310102858?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smalltalk-aphasia-female/id310102858?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smalltalk-aphasia-female/id310102858?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smalltalk-aphasia-female/id310102858?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smalltalk-aphasia-female/id310102858?mt=8


Communication:
• Assistive Chat By assistive apps ($24.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/assistive-
chat/id379891874?mt=8#

• Assistive Chat is designed to be simple and efficient, allowing 
users to communicate at the fastest rate possible, with 
natural sounding voices. Features:  Landscape and Portrait 
Modes to cater to different needs, word Prediction, favorites 
list, 3 voices, adjustable volume and speed for voice, large 
font and buttons for easy access, and recent list for quick 
access to previously spoken sentences. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/assistive-chat/id379891874?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/assistive-chat/id379891874?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/assistive-chat/id379891874?mt=8


Communication:
• Proloquo2go by AssistiveWare ($189.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/proloquo2go/id308368164?mt=8

• Proloquo2Go provides a full-featured AAC communication 
solution for people who have difficulty speaking. It provides 
natural sounding text-to-speech voices, up-to-date symbols, 
powerful automatic conjugations, a default vocabulary of over 
7000 items, full expandability and extreme ease of use.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/proloquo2go/id308368164?mt=8


Communication:
• Locabulary Lite By Red Mountain Labs, Inc. (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/locabulary-
lite/id322448547?mt=8

• This app combines location and vocabulary to produce 
efficient communication for individuals who have difficulty 
speaking. Locabulary is an alternative to bulky 
communication devices, with text-to-speech phrases 
under categories including: ‘quick phrases’, ‘moods’, 
‘assistance’, ‘restaurants’.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/locabulary-lite/id322448547?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/locabulary-lite/id322448547?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/locabulary-lite/id322448547?mt=8


Communication:

• Talking Tom Cat By Outfit7 (Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-
tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8

• Tom is your pet cat, that responds to your touch and 
repeats everything you say with a funny voice. You can pet 
him, poke him or grab his tail. Record your own videos of 
Tom, save them to your library and send them or share 
them on the internet.

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/talking-tom-cat/id377194688?mt=8


Relaxation & Concentration:

• Mood Touch By Toejam Software LLC ($0.99)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mood-
touch/id298800558?mt=8

• Touch this app to find out your mood. Now, 
you can post your mood directly to your wall 
in Facebook. 

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mood-touch/id298800558?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mood-touch/id298800558?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mood-touch/id298800558?mt=8


Relaxation & Concentration:

• Pocket Pond By John Moffett(Free)

• http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pocket-
pond/id363154844?mt=8

• Create relaxing ripples while you enjoy the 
sounds of nature. Interact with the fish - scare 
them, feed them, and watch their schooling 
behavior. It's your own personal pond to cleanse 
your worries and free your mind.       

Phillips, Rust & Wilkomm

Cognitive disAbilities & App Solutions 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pocket-pond/id363154844?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pocket-pond/id363154844?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pocket-pond/id363154844?mt=8


Questions





Contact Us!

Carolyn Phillips
TFL Program Director
carolyn@gatfl.org

Martha Rust
AT Specialist
martha@gatfl.org

Liz Persaud
Training and Development 
Coordinator
liz@gatfl.org

Tools for Life 
1700 Century Circle, 
Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30345

1-800-497-8665
404-638-0390
www.gatfl.org

Thank You for Your Time & Interest!

mailto:carolyn@gatfl.org
mailto:martha@gatfl.org
mailto:liz@gatfl.org
http://www.gatfl.org/

